Instances of trial for imputed murder by manual strangulation are comparatively of such exceeding rarity in our courts, that, were it on no other ground, they must naturally be considered as involving a certain degree of interest. On the occasion which presents the subject-matter for the following observations, the verdict was one of acquittal ; and we have hardly here, therefore, that distinctness of issue which constitutes a definite fact, the unchallengeable property of science. But with the special guilt or innocence of the particular individual accused, in any criminal prosecution, the medico-legal inquirer, it need scarcely be stated, has really no concern.
It is his province merely to establish that a crime has been perpetrated ; and to leave to the proper authorities the more painful duty of bringing it home to its perpetrator, and of convicting him at the bar. The charge is to him, in thus far, merely an abstraction, referring to an act of which he is to consider all the immediate circumstances, so as to give the most precise information possible as to the reality, and the manner, of its execution : but beyond the discharge of this important, often difficult, and always deeply responsible duty, his agency is wholly passive. To gather the array of proofs around the party accused, and connect the culprit with the crime, is a function which he gladly resigns to other hands.
In the following details, therefore, as in the original inquiry, 
